
THE DEBATE OVER WHETHER THE ELECTRIC CHAIR IS A CRUEL AND

INHUMANE MODE OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

The electric chair had a nasty tendency of setting people on fire, Even if we could find a way to execute people with a
minimum of There are no persuasive arguments in favor of the death penalty, and a menu of solid arguments against it.
But it is debates such as this â€” how best to kill someone â€” that.

Fairness in capital cases requires, above all, competent counsel for the defendant. Similarly, the
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights have left open
the question as to whether hanging constitutes cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. As Nobel Laureate
Albert Camus wrote, "For there to be equivalence, the death penalty would have to punish a criminal who had
warned his victim of the date at which he would inflict a horrible death on him and who, from that moment
onward, had confined him at his mercy for months. Between and , for example, lethal assaults against police
were not significantly more or less frequent in abolitionist states than in death-penalty states. Davis was
executed. The defects in death-penalty laws, conceded by the Supreme Court in the early s, have not been
appreciably altered by the shift from unrestrained discretion to "guided discretion. Such anguish could not be
disassociated from the unfairness of the proceedings underlying the sentence, which, given that human life
was at stake, became unlawful under the Convention. Similarly, Slovenia considers that the death penalty
constitutes cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment and a violation of international law. Politicians who preach
the desirability of executions as a method of crime control deceive the public and mask their own failure to
identify and confront the true causes of crime. Warden Lewis Lawes of Sing Sing Prison in New York wrote
of the many requests he received to watch electrocutions, and told that when the job of executioner became
vacant. For more than two decades, it has been argued that the FDA should be required to certify the safety
and effectiveness of drugs used to carry out executions as it does for drugs used to euthanize animals. Starting
with selecting the trial jury, murder trials take far longer when the ultimate penalty is involved. Perhaps
because "a return to the exercise of the death penalty weakens socially based inhibitions against the use of
lethal force to settle disputesâ€¦. The Supreme Court of Zimbabwe has recognized in particular the impact on
mental integrity that a death sentence may have. The Court also rejected the argument that the lethal injection
process was flawed because of deficiencies in the way in which the drugs were administered, lack of the
training required for those responsible for administering the drugs, and lack of clinical evidence showing the
safety and effectiveness of certain drugs used in executions. Susan Kigula , the Supreme Court of Uganda
acknowledged that a prolonged stay on death row constituted cruel and inhuman treatment. Georgia , that the
application of the death penalty in three cases was unconstitutional. The proportion of first-degree murderers
who are sentenced to death is small, and of this group, an even smaller proportion of people are executed.
Nationally, at least one person is exonerated for every 10 that are executed. Because life is precious and death
irrevocable, murder is abhorrent, and a policy of state-authorized killings is immoral. It is inherently cruel to
execute pregnant women, nursing mothers, elderly persons and persons with mental disabilities and it leads to
a violation of the prohibition of torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment. An autopsy found that
Medina had died instantly when the first surge of electricity had destroyed his brain and brain stem. After ,
electrocutions ceased for a time in the United States, but the method continued in the Philippines. When the
switch is thrown the body strains, jolting as the voltage is raised and lowered. The Committee did not address
the issue, choosing instead to locate a violation of the petitioner's rights in article 10, concerning human
dignity. Death by electrocution was originally introduced in the s as a way to kill cattle, lame horses, donkeys
and stray animals. By its nature, all punishment is retributive. Although inflicting the death penalty guarantees
that the condemned person will commit no further crimes, it does not have a demonstrable deterrent effect on
other individuals. Seven of the nine eyewitnesses recanted or contradicted their trial testimony, many of them
saying they were pressured or threatened by police at the time.


