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"Edited by Fellow Paul Bahn, this book is a pleasure to read, even if you are already familiar with the broad outlines of
the subject. Breaking away from the.

Archaeology later concerned itself with the antiquarianism movement. They usually were wealthy people.
Professionalisation[ edit ] As late as the mid-century, archaeology was still regarded as an amateur pastime by
scholars. However, prior to the development of modern techniques, excavations tended to be haphazard; the
importance of concepts such as stratification and context were overlooked. Vesuvius in Excavations were
carried out in the ancient towns of Pompeii and Herculaneum , both of which had been covered by ashes
during the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in the year  These scholars individuated nine different cities that had
overlapped with one another, from prehistory to the Hellenistic period. Although this was done in a manner
that would be considered inappropriate today, it helped raise the profile of archaeology considerably. Britain's
large colonial empire provided a great opportunity for such 'amateurs' to unearth and study the antiquities of
many other cultures. Antiquarians including John Leland and William Camden conducted surveys of the
English countryside, drawing, describing and interpreting the monuments that they encountered. His
painstaking recording and study of artefacts, both in Egypt and later in Palestine , laid down many of the ideas
behind modern archaeological recording; he remarked that "I believe the true line of research lies in the noting
and comparison of the smallest details. Petrie was the first to scientifically investigate the Great Pyramid in
Egypt during the s. He was also ahead of his time in the analysis of his findings. Brian Fagan, the noted
prehistorian, does not disappoint in that regard, but neither does he provide a narrative of just one remarkable
discovery after another. His most important methodological innovation was his insistence that all artifacts, not
just beautiful or unique ones, be collected and catalogued. Influenced by the evolutionary writings of Charles
Darwin and Herbert Spencer , he arranged the artefacts typologically and within types chronologically.
Another important development was the idea of deep time. These scholars distinguished nine successive cities,
from prehistory to the Hellenistic period. The word may bring to mind images of golden pharaohs and lost
civilizations, or Neanderthal skulls and Ice Age cave art. Antiquarianism focused on the empirical evidence
that existed for the understanding of the past, encapsulated in the motto of the 18th-century antiquary, Sir
Richard Colt Hoare , "We speak from facts not theory". William Flinders Petrie is another man who may
legitimately be called the Father of Archaeology. By the end of the 20th century nearly all professional
archaeologists, at least in developed countries, were graduates. The latter's site reports and descriptions were
published by Hoare in a book entitled Ancient Historie of Wiltshire in , a copy of which is kept at Stourhead.
Ciriaco traveled all around the Eastern Mediterranean, noting his archaeological discoveries in a day-book,
Commentaria, that eventually filled six volumes. Even within a literate civilization many events and important
human practices are not officially recorded. The OED first cites "archaeologist" from ; this soon took over as
the usual term for one major branch of antiquarian activity. He wrote Monumenta Britannica in the late 17th
century as a survey of early urban and military sites, including Roman towns, "camps" hillforts , and castles,
and a review of archaeological remains, including sepulchral monuments, roads, coins and urns. The material
record may be closer to a fair representation of society, though it is subject to its own biases, such as sampling
bias and differential preservation. When such unrealistic subjects are treated more seriously, accusations of
pseudoscience are invariably levelled at their proponents see Pseudoarchaeology. In contrast, Homo sapiens
has existed for at least , years, and other species of Homo for millions of years see Human evolution.
Description Reviews The thrilling history of archaeological adventure, with tales of danger, debate, audacious
explorers, and astonishing discoveries around the globe What is archaeology? The father of archaeological
excavation was William Cunnington â€” He was also responsible for mentoring and training a whole
generation of Egyptologists, including Howard Carter , who went on to achieve fame with the discovery of the
tomb of 14th-century BCE pharaoh Tutankhamun. Archaeology became a professional activity in the first half
of the 20th century, and it became possible to study archaeology as a subject in universities and even schools.
He endorsed the idea that materials, technologies, and objects of antiquity should be studied for their
functionality and for the discovery of ancient manufacturing techniques. Antiquarianism also focused on the
empirical evidence that existed for the understanding of the past, encapsulated in the motto of the 18th-century
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antiquary Sir Richard Colt Hoare , "We speak from facts not theory". Without archaeology, we would know
little or nothing about the use of material culture by humanity that pre-dates writing. Scarborough, University
of Cincinnati "An engaging and authoritative historical tour of archaeology. A major figure in the
development of archaeology into a rigorous science was the army officer and ethnologist , Augustus Pitt
Rivers. Many theories as to how the pyramids had been constructed had been proposed such as by Charles
Piazzi Smyth , [21] but Petrie's exemplary analysis of the architecture of Giza disproved these theories and
still provides much of the basic data regarding the pyramid plateau to this day. These civilizations are, not
coincidentally, the best-known; they are open to the inquiry of historians for centuries, while the study of
pre-historic cultures has arisen only recently. He excavated these over seventeen seasons, beginning in the
mids and ending with his death. Flavio Biondo , an Italian Renaissance humanist historian, created a
systematic guide to the ruins and topography of ancient Rome in the early 15th century, for which he has been
called an early founder of archaeology.


