
NELSON MANDELA S RIVONIA TRIAL SPEECH

Read the full speech that Nelson Mandela gave from the dock at the opening of the defence case in the Rivonia Trial on
April 20, 

Cite this article Pick a style below, and copy the text for your bibliography. African families want to live
together, and not be separated because a man or woman cannot work where they live. The Afrikaners: An
Historical Interpretation. Nelson Mandela: A Biography. He spoke for some three hours, before concluding
with the often quoted passage "I am prepared to die". Sometimes they had to move to isolated, largely
Afrikaner villages in the middle of the rural Orange Free State or elsewhere. Umkhonto headquarters was a
farmhouse situated on 28 acres in Rivonia, an area north of Johannesburg. The protestors were instructed by
the ANC to comply with the authorities, and so allowed themselves to be arrested without struggle. But if
needs be, it is an ideal for which I am prepared to die. By most accounts the mood of the crowd was relaxed. I
have cherished the ideal of a democratic and free society in which all persons live together in harmony and
with equal opportunities. By mid-morning several thousand Africans were participating in the protest in front
of the police station at Sharpeville. I have cherished the ideal of a democratic and free society in which all
persons live together in harmony and with equal opportunities. They kept shooting, even as the protestors
turned and fled. Founded in , the early ANC was conservative in nature, composed primarily of prominent,
westernized Christian African men. Freedom comes after bloodshed. Long Walk to Freedom. I have fought
against white domination, and I have fought against black domination. The formation of Umkhonto by the
ANC and its decision to use violence was, Mandela argues, a logical responseâ€”in fact, the only
responseâ€”for a people suffering under the tyranny of white supremacy. On the morning of the protest PAC
members walked the streets and actively implored workers to gather at the police station rather than go to
work. Instead of testifying in his own defense, Mandela spoke from the dock for more than three hours.
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