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Free Essay: John Steinbeck's â€œThe Chrysanthemumsâ€• John Steinbeck's "The Chrysanthemums" shows the true
feelings of the main character, Elisa Allen.

She is compared to a fallow field that is reticent yet it can grow if given space Tamy  Although Elisa has
recognized her life as limited and confining, she sadly accepts her life as is and does nothing to rectify her
situation. The characters of the chrysanthemums are healthy, thriving and lovely which is an accurate
representation of Elisa. The story starts out with the description of a grey fog over the place where the story is
set The central idea revolves around freedom to escape from the norm. These authors may have shown the
readers a glimpse of the inner sentiments of women in that time. The Chrysanthemums is a story about how
Elisa Allen is forced to a life that she feels is trapping her. She thinks he may be drinking with his friends, and
that maybe his friends are going to bring him back home drunk as usual Tami, Budney. These inner feelings
are most apparent with the portrayal of Elisa working in the garden with the chrysanthemums, the
conversation she has with the man passing through, and finally, when she and her husband are going out to
dinner She is working in her garden. The country was recovering from the Great Depression, unions were
developing, and child labor in manufacturing was terminated Jones  However, by the end of the story, the
reader finds Elisa completely different, signifying the toll her epiphany has had on her The story is essentially
a man in the mirror story where the rigid Elisa sees herself for the first time as trapped. Elisa Allen's physical
appearance is very mannish yet still allows a hint of a feminine side to peek through. His entry is met with the
sniffing of the dog. Her frustration stems from not having a child and from her husband's failure to admire her
romantically as a woman. New York: McGraw Hill,  Restrictions and the ability to control exist in our society
and our lives. One thing I noticed was that a compliment or something pleasant was said to her before she was
bad-mouthed. They seem to engage in conversations and go about their day as they normally would do Her
role as a mere housewife and then the subsequent change to feelings of a self-assured woman are clearly seen.
Since her husband is always working the cattle in their farm, she never has enough attention or any kind of
affection.


