
IRONY IN JONATHAN SWIFTS A MODEST PROPOSAL

Despite what you may think about A Modest Proposal by Jonathan Swift, this essay is a satire master piece filled with
irony. Swift's essay was not intended to.

Jonathan Swift was famous for his sarcastic remarks on the government of his days and his works are full of
satire and irony which appear to be humorous but carry a sharp edge which make them effective for
expressing political ideas. Swift purposefully exaggerates the idea because the people of Ireland fail to conjure
a logical way to reduce overpopulation and poverty. We may thus assert that Swift satirises the economy and
politics of Ireland through dexterous use of irony which is brought forth through the unreliable narrator. The
narrator also had to be kept sufficiently dense to sustain the irony. This makes the narrator an unreliable one.
Subsequently, the rich will have ridden Ireland of poverty, while the poor feast on the fattened children of the
upper class. Since there was a famine, Swift proposes the idea that people sell their one year old children to
the rich so they would not be a burden to their family. This will in-turn provide more jobs for butchers and
cooks, which will get the beggars off of the streets. With the exception of the word carcass, all of the other
nouns applied to children are food terms. Critic Wayne C. On the other hand while describing the recent
developments in genetic engineering, the tone would be objective and humor or satire would be ineffective
here. In a sense the rich landowner have already eaten the parents, what would be so different about eating
their children? The gap between the rich and the poor is minimised in this manner as both are raised under the
same circumstances. Firstly, his narrator uses a pervasive tone of diminution, reducing mankind to the level of
beasts. The proposal solves the problem but is in complete conflict with our ethical and moral values. The
narrator is a very ironic character. Swift, himself, however, does not advocate these ideas. However some
social commentators, such as Jonathan Swift in his pamphlet A Modest Proposal, use clever, targeted, and
ironic criticism to bring the social state of Ireland to the attention of indolent aristocrats. It is also ironic how
Swift proposes to solve the problem. Swift, however, is not seriously considering this as a possible solution to
the problem in his motherland, Ireland. Here we see an ironic social commentary as well. A closer reading of
the text, however, reveals stark irony in the Proposal which is otherwise written and presented to us a
commonplace, banal economic theory. In his pamphlet, Jonathan Swift proposes that poor beggar mothers
should sell their children when they have turned one year old. In most societies children are seen as the leaders
of the future. Proposing to kill all the children for food is the exact opposite of what the government should do
and therefor, ironic.


