
AN ANALYSIS OF ALICE MUNROS BOYS AND GIRLS

Alice Munroâ€™s short story, â€œBoys and Girls,â€• has a very interesting detail written into it. Laird is a synonym for
lord, which plays a important role in a story where a young girl has societyâ€™s unwritten rules forced upon her. The
narrator was not considered of any consequential.

In Boys and Girls, the narrator is a young woman who does not want to conform to the social norms of being a
woman during that time period. Ideas about masculinity and femininity can come from a variety of sources -
parents, media, the school system and so much more Often, the birth of our "self" is defined in a moment of
truth or a moment of heightened self-awareness that is the culmination of a group of events or the result of a
life crisis or struggle. The story talks about how a little girl and her brother were treated differently because of
their genders Both writers bear some differences during their childhood. Moreover, it is very likely that one
might encounter some difficulty in this progression. Boys and Girls by Alice Munro - Society tries to place
many rules upon an individual as to what is acceptable and what is not. Growing up in a farm, Alice Munro
was exposed to a different life style that most children living in the city might never experience Her mother
was a school teacher The Noble Prize in Literature. He was a hard working, quiet man and the girl really
respected him. Compared to the men who take care of the more physical activities, such as yard work. We
struggle to define ourselves within their world, or to even break away from their world. In the beginning her
father's world prevails, but b The story is set in the s, on a fox farm outside of Jubilee, a rural area only twenty
miles away from the county jail. In literature we refer to this birth of "self" as an epiphany. Mostly important,
they shared similar struggles they faced early in life. The narrator was not considered of any consequential
help to her father, simply because she was female. The young girl, who does not want to assume traditional
female gender roles and is very resistant about becoming a woman. Cady is in constant battle with trying to
please both groups and make everyone, including herself, happy. In both of these stories the characters came
to a realization of who they were and what they wanted to be. This shows how the parents were more
concerned with their son and that he could do no wrong. At the time of the story, girls were expected to be
dainty and quaint, while a man was expected to be the rough and tumble one. This scene highlights the gender
roles that humans have duplicated generation after generation A question often asked is what makes a short
story specifically Canadian Thus when applied to literature, the term refers to "a character who makes a
contrast with another, especially a minor character who helps set off a major character" Barnett et al. The story
is set in the s, on a fox farm outside of Jubilee, a rural area only twenty miles away from the county jail. She
then begins to react strongly to the way she is treated by her family and their expectations of her young
womanhood The story took place in the s on a fox farm outside of Jubilee, Ontario, Canada. The usual theme
in most coming of age stories is that the protagonists are enlightened. She was constantly put down mentally
by her mother, even in front of her friend Lonnie, to the point that the narrator envied Lonnie on account that
her mother died and she lived alone with her father. The protagonist in Munro's story, unidentified by a name,
goes through an extreme and radical initiation into adulthood, similar to that of her younger brother The
narrator, who has portrayed herself as a nameless young girl, struggles for freedom from inequality in her
society. Any veering away from these definitions would have disrupted the balance of culture completely.
Munro is a master of characterization, and through the protagonist she depicts the complexities of human
nature. Laird is allowed to do what he pleases. He was a hard working, quiet man and the girl really respected
him. She then begins to react strongly to the way she is treated by her family and their expectations of her
young womanhood One winter when she was eleven years old they had two horses, Mack and Flora. The time
when this story took place was a time when men and women were not equal. Mack was an old workhorse slow
and easy to handle. She looked out of place, with her bare lumpy legs, not touched by the sun, her apron still
on and damp across the stomach from the supper dishes. The narrator and her brother symbolize the roles of
males and females in that society. Each family in both stories face many similarities when dealing with
traditional life classification. Laird, on the other hand, was able to go out and do the things that he enjoyed.
This is the necessary and universal experience that we all must undergo to face the world successfully.


