
EUTHANASIA TERMINALLY ILL

We conclude that allowing autonomy for the terminally ill, within circumscribed options, results in fewer ethical
contradictions and greater preservation of dignity.

In my mother's case, she had literally approved everything - the music, the flowers, the guest list and the
restaurant we went to afterwards. For treatment, cancer patients are given chemotherapy, a form of radioactive
medicine that is poisonous to the body. If a doctor prescribes increasing doses of strong painkilling
medications, such as opioids, this may eventually be toxic for the patient. The choice of assisted suicide would
allow these terminally ill patients to end the sorrow and griefof their families as well as their own misery.
Mum is hospitalised and given drugs to repress the inflammation, but they will only remain effective for a
week or two. My name is on the card, along with my brother's and Dad's. The catheter has been put in by
nurse Marianne to enable our GP, who will be with us in half an hour, to give Mum a lethal injection. She has
just sat down when the doctor arrives. This is called murder, as it's often against the patients will. These
became legal in California in , with other states soon following suit. Then she takes a deep breath and says,
"OK. Many have publicly expressed that the term is hurtful and derogatory to them and their loved ones. It is
an inherent right. Opioids are commonly used to manage pain and other symptoms. A common mis-perception
about terminally ill people who opt to access assisted-dying laws is that they are depressed and suicidal. On
the contrary, many patients dying of cancer or another common underlying condition want to live; they simply
recognize that their death is imminent and wish to avoid unnecessary pain and loss of autonomy by choosing
the option of death with dignity. Congress, and President Bush all played a role. The oath makes the physician
promise to relieve pain and not to administer deadly medicine. Choosing the right to assisted suicide would be
a final exercise of autonomy for the dying. Statistics Euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide refer to
deliberate action taken with the intention of ending a life, in order to relieve persistent suffering. Others are for
it because of their compassion and respect for the dying. No man or woman should ever suffer because he or
she is denied the right. Friday January 25 Maarten collects me from Schiphol airport in Amsterdam and we
drive to meet Dad at the hospital. I don't want to drive to this depressing hospital every day and leave her
alone at night. Euthanasia for some carries a negative connotation; it is the same as murder. These patients and
the typical suicide are opposites. The Terri Schiavo case galvanized public opinion in Florida and the U.
Medicine is supposed to alleviate the suffering that a patient undergoes. He is holding the statement I have just
edited, but all I can think is how he got in so quietly and why Mum and Dad have not bothered to let us know
he is here. It is the start of an increasingly mad day, during which Mum hoovers the whole house and does six
loads of washing one of which consists of a single white shirt. The Swiss Supreme Court, much like its Dutch
counterpart, has declared a constitutional right to assisted suicide for the mentally ill. I ask him if it helps to
see her as a mental patient instead of his wife. The Vermont Medical Society recognizes that medical aid in
dying, in the form of Vermont Act 39, is a legal option that could be made in the context of the
physician-patient relationship. Later, at my friend Petra's, I get a phone call from Maarten about the outcome
of the doctor's visit. When the palliative care coordinator, Carola, comes in to discuss the option of home care,
I take Dad outside. When people see the word euthanasia, they see the meaning of the word in two different
lights. She scrapes all the woodwork on the outside of the house clear of moss and cleans the windows. In , the
first anti-euthanasia law in the U. Active euthanasia is more controversial, and it is more likely to involve
religious, moral, ethical, and compassionate arguments. Of course, most families do not consider the cost
while the terminally ill loved-one is still alive. She had only moved them on to the windowsill the previous
morning. But after studying both sides of the issue, a compassionate individual must conclude that competent
terminal patients should be given the right to assisted suicide in order to end their suffering, reduce the
damaging financial effects of hospital care on their families, and preserve the individual right of people to
determine their own fate.


