
AN INTRODUCTION TO TROPICAL RAIN FORESTS

This new edition of Whitmore's classic introduction to tropical rain forests has been comprehensively revised and
updated, reflecting the changes which have.

Forest structure Rainforests are divided into different strata, or layers, with vegetation organized into a vertical
pattern from the top of the soil to the canopy. The book remains unique in linking rain forest biology and
ecology with silviculture, and with concerns over sustainable resource utilization and the future of the tropical
rain forests. Carbon dioxide allows heat through the atmosphere suns rays. Global Rates of Deforestation: 2.
The physical properties of soil control the tree turnover rates whereas chemical properties such as available
nitrogen and phosphorus control forest growth rates. Tropical rainforests are located around the equator where
temperatures stay near 80 degrees year round. The leaves of many trees are waxy and have drip tips to allow
water to run off them so that water does not gather on leaves and cause them to rot, it also allows water to
reach the roots on the forest floor. The sea of leaves blocking out the sun from the lower layers is called the
canopy. The scheme has not been successful. The wide range of plants encourage a huge variety of insects,
birds and animals. Rainforests are the most productive and most complex ecosystems on Earth. Biodiversity
and speciation. The Kapok tree is an example of an emergent. Many forms of fungi growing here help decay
the animal and plant waste. These include: Afforestation - Trees should be replanted in areas of deforestation.
Amazon River rain forest in Peru Tropical rainforests can be characterized in two words: hot and wet.
Hydroelectric Power An unlimited supply of water and ideal river conditions have led to the development of
hydro electric power stations HEP Stations. The understory is home to a number of birds, small mammals,
insects, reptiles, and predators. This is to support them as they grow incredibly tall over ft in some cases as
there is great competition for sunlight. Logging Commercial logging is the major cause of primary rainforest
destruction in South East Asia and Africa. Only plants adapted to low light can grow in this region. On
younger substrates, especially of volcanic origin, tropical soils may be quite fertile. Global: Global Warming
Rainforest canopies absorb carbon dioxide which is a gas in the atmosphere. The fauna is similar to that found
in the emergent layer, but more diverse. Nutrient recycling is important because below ground resource
availability controls the above ground biomass and community structure of tropical rainforests.


