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The success of the of the American Civil Rights Movement and the fight for racial equality in the United States is a
testament to the.

They paid special attention to forming an alliance with organized labor, whose history of racial exclusion
angered blacks. Consequently, they believed some changes might be made if enough people outside the South
witnessed the violence blacks had experienced for decades. The Obama administration recently proposed new
rules under the Fair Housing Act that may, in time, lead to more integrated communities in the future. Yet
segregation was a social, political, and economic system that placed African Americans in an inferior position,
disfranchised them, and was enforced by custom, law, and official and vigilante violence. The African
American Struggle for Equality Learning Objectives By the end of this section, you will be able to: Identify
key events in the history of African American civil rights Explain how the courts, Congress, and the executive
branch supported the civil rights movement Describe the role of grassroots efforts in the civil rights movement
Many groups in U. Austin, Ph. Affirmative Action One of the major controversies regarding race in the United
States today is related to affirmative action, the practice of ensuring that members of historically
disadvantaged or underrepresented groups have equal access to opportunities in education, the workplace, and
government contracting. Through the s and much of the s, the NAACP initiated suits that dismantled aspects
of the edifice of segregated education, each building on the precedent of the previous one. Authored by:
OpenStax. In , the Supreme Court essentially gave states a choice: they could either integrate institutions of
higher education, or they could establish an equivalent university or college for African Americans. Civil
rights leader Rev. Although this ruling expanded opportunities for professional and graduate education in
areas such as law and medicine for African Americans by requiring states to provide institutions for them to
attend, it nevertheless allowed segregated colleges and universities to continue to exist. Black communities
across the country were in severe distress; it was counterproductive, he argued, to sacrifice black
schoolchildren at the altar of integration and to get them into previously all-white schools, where they would
be shunned and worse. The designers of the Brown strategy developed a potent combination of gradualism in
legal matters and advocacy of far-reaching change in other political arenas. Arms in defense Nonetheless,
many blacks had already taken it upon themselves to defend their lives and property with whatever weapons
they could muster. As long as the hope was fulfilled there was little questioning of nonviolence. Much of our
memory of the Civil Rights Movement of the s and s is embodied in dramatic photographs, newsreels, and
recorded speeches, which America encountered in daily papers and the nightly news. First, one can resist evil
without resorting to violence. Gandhi, King later wrote, was the first person to transform Christian love into a
powerful force for social change. Lawson and Charles Payne, is likewise focused on instruction and
discussion. Guiding students to discuss the extent to which nonviolence and racial integration were considered
within the movement to be hallowed goals can lead them to greater insights. In August , Lamar Smith,
sixty-three-year-old farmer and World War II veteran, was shot in cold blood on the crowded courthouse lawn
in Brookhaven, Mississippi, for urging blacks to vote. During the years after the bus boycott, King grew
increasingly committed to nonviolence. Governor Hugh White refused requests to send investigators to
Belzoni, Mississippi, where the murder occurred. He was a Fellow at the National Humanities Center in  The
phrase affirmative action originated in the Civil Rights Act of and Executive Order , and it has drawn
controversy ever since. Authorities never charged him with the crime. One way to do this is to distinguish
between black and white students hanging out in different parts of a school and a law mandating racially
separate schools, or between black and white students eating separately and a laws or customs excluding
African Americans from restaurants and other public facilities. Timothy B. Like the best of the local studies,
this book presents an expanded definition of civil rights that encompasses not only desegregation of public
facilities and the attainment of legal rights but also economic and political equality. Clearly, African
Americans, as well as other groups, have been subject to discrimination in the past and present, limiting their
opportunity to compete on a level playing field with those who face no such challenge. The non-violent
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movement was tested in places like Birmingham, Alabama. The March on Washington, most often
remembered as the event at which Dr. After several hours, Price finally released them only to arrest them
again shortly after 10 p. The goal of an integrated and multicultural America is not achieved simply by
proximity.


