
ARISTOTLE ON RICHES AND HAPPINESS

For example, Riches cannot make someone truly happy because wealth is a means to an end, not an end in itself. In
dispelling the notion that.

Hughes, Gerald J. This requires us to make choices, some of which may be very difficult. Virtues are habits of
the soul by which one acts well, i. As he laments, "the mass of mankind are evidently quite slavish in their
tastes, preferring a life suitable to beasts" Nicomachean Ethics, b  When we impose a form and order upon all
those letters to actually produce a compelling story or essay, we are manifesting our rational potential, and the
result of that is a sense of deep fulfillment. For instance, how much is luck or fortune involved in our
attainment of virtue? The end being what we wish for, the means what we deliberate about and we choose our
actions voluntarily. If there is some end in the things we do, which we desire for its own sake, clearly this
must be the chief good. By doing just acts the just man is produced, by doing temperate acts, the temperate
man; without acting well no one can become good. Aristotle on Politics Politics appears to be the master art,
for it includes so many others and its purpose is the good of man. Fortunately, this natural disposition is
curable through training, which for Aristotle meant education and the constant aim to perfect virtue. Aristotle
on Goodness Every art and every inquiry , and similarly, every action and pursuit is thought to aim at some
good, and for this reason, the good has been declared to be that at which all things aim. The key question
Aristotle seeks to answer in these lectures is "What is the ultimate purpose of human existence? People who
value honor will likely seek out either flattery or those who have more power than they do, in order that they
may obtain personal gain through these relationships. London: Routledge. A classic overview by one of
Aristotle's most prominent English translators, in print since  Hence it is a goal and not a temporary state.
What kind of balance is necessary in one's life-projects? Aristotle on Happiness Men generally agree that the
highest good attainable by action is happiness , and identify living well and doing well with happiness.
Aristotle suggests that some people are born with weaker wills than others; for these people, it may actually be
a mean to flee in battle the extremes being to get slaughtered or commit suicide. These virtues involve striking
a balance or "mean" between an excess and a deficiency. There are myriad ways in which we can exercise our
latent virtue in this way, and it would seem that the fullest attainment of human happiness would be one which
brought all these ways together in a comprehensive rational life-plan. Everywhere we see people seeking
pleasure, wealth, and a good reputation. The man who has acted in ignorance has not acted voluntarily since
he did not know what he was doing. This is why all things that are exchanged must be comparable and to this
end, money has been introduced as an intermediate for it measures all things. Nicomachean Ethics , a13 The
Pursuit of Happiness as the Exercise of Virtue In this last quote we can see another important feature of
Aristotle's theory: the link between the concepts of happiness and virtue. Aristotle on Education It is the mark
of an educated man to look for precision in each class of thing in so far as its nature admits. All of those
virtues â€” generosity, temperance, friendship, courage, etc. As Aristotle writes, He is happy who lives in
accordance with complete virtue and is sufficiently equipped with external goods, not for some chance period
but throughout a complete life. Along with his teacher Plato, he was one of the strongest advocates of a liberal
arts education, which stresses the education of the whole person, including one's moral character, rather than
merely learning a set of skills. This implies a that it is desired for itself, b that it is not desired for the sake of
anything else, c that it satisfies all desire and has no evil mixed in with it, and d that it is stable. Aristotle
would be strongly critical of the culture of "instant gratification" which seems to predominate in our society
today. Hence, one sign that we have not acquired a certain virtue is that when we perform actions of the sort
associated with that virtue, we do not take pleasure in those actions but instead find them burdensome.


