
MACBETH CHARACTER STUDY FOR GCSE STDENTS ESSAY

Macbeth Character Analysis The play of Macbeth is an example of power at This student written piece of work is one of
many that can be found in our GCSE.

Brave At the start of the play, Macbeth shows that he is a mighty warrior when he leads the Scottish troops to
victory over an invading force. In addition, Lady Macbeth thinks that both unsexing herself and thus making
herself more male and transforming her fluid to poison will make her more prone to killing, thus making her a
powerful threat. This was unsurprising, since the infamous Gunpowder Plot to blow up the King and
Parliament had taken place just months before Macbeth was first performed. He knows there will be obstacles
in his way but is determined to get round them. Analysing the evidence quote Is this a dagger which I see
before me, The handle toward my hand? She has just received the news that King Duncan will be spending the
night at her castle. Although he is now a king, Macbeth cannot command his own emotions and feels
irrevocably set on this course of action. His boldness and impression of personal invincibility mark him out for
a tragic fall. Art thou not, fatal vision, sensible To feeling as to sight? However, he is caught in a spiral of evil
and does not seem able to stop himself. The appearance of Banquo 's ghost, in particular, causes him to swing
from one state of mind to another until he is no longer sure of what is and "what is not" I:3, Act 1 Scene 7
Macbeth has just spent a difficult time convincing himself that killing the King is wrong. Changeable Macbeth
keeps changing his mind about whether to murder Duncan or not. So he grasps the real dagger which he is
carrying 'this which now I draw' as his troubled mind begins to fill with images of evil and thoughts of death.
The Witches' predictions seem to waken the ambition already in him and he is spurred on by his wife.
Towards the end of the play, when he realises that he is doomed, he briefly returns to his old heroic self. When
he is about to commit the murder, he undergoes terrible pangs of conscience. He just hopes that nobody will
see what he is up to which is why he wants the stars to stop shining. Female traits, on the other hand, were
associated with beauty, tender thoughts, and sensitivity. In a sense, she would like to become death incarnate.
Come, let me clutch thee: I have thee not, and yet I see thee still. He tells Lady Macbeth that he will not carry
out the deed. At this point in the play Lady Macbeth is speaking. Duncan, the King, rewards him by making
him Thane of Cawdor. How is Macbeth like this?


