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The basis of Heart of Darkness is Marlow's physical journey up the congo river The Journey into Hell in Heart of
Darkness In Joseph Conrad's novel, Heart of.

The blindfolded woman can be representative of the common Western symbol of justice and liberty, things
that man has created to separate himself from the beasts and savages. He went native with a purpose. Marlow
and his crew come across a hut with stacked firewood, together with a note saying that the wood is for them
but that they should approach cautiously. Marlow's attempt to take Kurtz back to Europe reflects Marlow's
successful inner journey. Often this evil side breaks out during times of isolation from our culture, and
whenever one culture confronts another. The pilgrims carry Kurtz to the steamer and lay him in one of the
cabins, where he and the manager have a private conversation. Marlow visits this place when he finally
encounters Kurtz, and his English morals are challenged. Joseph Conrad forces the reader to peel away the
pristine layer of sweetness and see the unaltered truth. When Marlow next speaks with him, Kurtz is near
death; as he dies, Marlow hears him weakly whisper "The horror! It was intended to be entirely filmed as a
POV from Marlow's eyes. However, the darkness, which symbolises evil, usually tends to prevail. His top
priority is to meet Kurtz, a man who is known for his success of collecting ivory and his other captivating
potentials. It is a voyage into the depths of the human heart and mind, leading to enlightenment revealing of
the crevices of the hell existing within each and every one of us. That is why he did not become a puppet in
the hand of subconscious forces. On his journey into the dark, forbidden Congo, Marlow encountered Kurtz, a
"remarkable man" and "universal genius," who had made himself a god in the eyes of the natives over whom
he had an imperceptible power. Marlow stops him and convinces him to return to the ship. The dense jungle
and the oppressive silence make everyone aboard a little jumpy, and the occasional glimpse of a native village
or the sound of drums works the pilgrims into a frenzy. On the fifteenth day of his march, he arrives at the
station, which has some twenty employees and is shocked to learn from a fellow European that his steamboat
had been wrecked in a mysterious accident two days earlier. Marlow takes a job as a riverboat captain with the
Company, a Belgian concern organized to trade in the Congo. As an outer Congo was full of fear, terror,
savagery and forces of temptation, so it our Congo full of dark forces. While he is moving towards upstream
Marlow catches glimpses of villages in which ceremonial rites are being performed. In , for future editions of
the book, Conrad wrote an " Author's Note " where he, after denying any "unity of artistic purpose" underlying
the collection, discusses each of the three stories and makes light commentary on Marlow, the narrator of the
tales within the first two stories. They are made up and created to give off some sort of feeling or mood, that
one can relate too. He guided the ship up the tributary Lualaba River to the trading company's innermost
station, Kindu , in Eastern Kongo ; Marlow has similar experiences to the author. Kurtz's utterances "Horror,
Horror" suggest Kurtz's failed and futile inner journey. Marlow is, throughout the play, seen sitting in lotus
position. The journey provided a basis for his novel Heart of Darkness. He explains that he had left the wood
and the note at the abandoned hut. On 31 May , in a letter to William Blackwood, Conrad remarked, I call
your own kind self to witness According to him the men are human, but they are madmen performing mad
rites. Author: Alfred Gobeil. But he failed to take control of it. Early in Heart of Darkness the narrator on the
Nellie describes Marlow as "the only man of us who still follows the seas", and he began sailing at the age of 
The problem with Kurtz which Marlow does not realize, is not that Kurtz went native, but that he did not go
native enough. A few hours later, as safe navigation becomes increasingly difficult, the steamboat is attacked
with a barrage of small arrows from the forest. His interest in Kurtz grows during this period. At the beginning
of the journey, Kurtz was a good man who believed in bringing civilization to Africa. Marlow arrives at the
Central Station, run by the general manager, an unwholesome, conspiratorial character. When the manager
exits the cabin he pulls Marlow aside and tells him that Kurtz has harmed the company's business in the
region, that his methods are "unsound". During this time, he learns that Kurtz is far from admired but more or
less resented mostly by the manager. He could not tell her the truth; he could not make her suffer.


