
MERCHANT OF VENICE THEME

William Shakespeare, the master of dramatics in the English literary tradition, has incorporated certain unique themes in
the play Merchant of Venice. The play is.

The plot of the play centered on love, money, biases, and social injustices. We can trace this understanding of
mercy, as narrated by Portia, as the manner in which the difference between the Old and New Testament was
understood by the Christians of Elizabethan period. Copy to Clipboard. Among his associates on the Rialto he
has no friends. Deceptive Appearance and Disguise Deceptive appearance and disguise are also important
themes. Antonio, being confident that his ships will return at the time, accepts the offer. Though Portia and
Bassanio come to love one another, Bassanio seeks her hand in the first place because he is monstrously in
debt and needs her money. He eloquently states that Jews, just like Christians, are human beings. At the end of
the play, Portia cleverly gives the ring to Antonio to give back to Bassanio, by this means showing the
ascendancy of married love over the friendship that hitherto held sway. If we are like you in the rest, we will
resemble you in that. Here, Portia's presence turns the proceedings away from violence and toward
forgiveness. However, Shylock is agonized over his loss of money, reportedly running through the streets
lamenting for them. The Divine Quality of Mercy The conflict between Shylock and the Christian characters
comes to a head over the issue of mercy. Mercy, as delivered in The Merchant of Venice, never manages to be
as sweet, selfless, or full of grace as Portia presents it. Finally, the court bequests the Shylock his words and
Antonia prepares himself for Shylock knife. He is a character who possess both the characteristics of the
protagonist and antagonists. Antonia promises to give him a loan, however, he was short of money since all
his ships and merchandise are invested at the sea to Tripolis. Ultimately, he prevents the play from simplifying
life too much. The Merchant of Venice Summary: The play starts with the Bassanio, a young, nobleman, who
wishes to marry a wealthy and beautiful lady Portia, the heiress of Belmont. The disguise works further to
deceive Shylock, who in demanding justice fails to see beyond the letter of the contract he has with Antonio
and all its implications. During the final trial, Shylock asks the disguised Portia what might possibly force him
to become merciful. On the other hand, more cynical voices tell us that money rules the world, mercy alone
cannot govern our lives, and love can evaporate after marriage. The anti-Semitism that he represents along
with Gratiano and others is everywhere apparent in the play and everywhere deplorable. None is ever shown
to him, and belonging as he does to a "chosen people," he owes nothing to the Gentile. There is in her makeup
a sweetness and dignity and tenderness that characterizes her as belonging to the highest type of womanhood.
Finally, Shylock eloquently argues that Jews are human beings just as Christians are, but Christians such as
Antonio hate Jews simply because they are Jews.


