
HOW TO WRITE AN ESSAY INTRODUCTION FOR UNIVERSITY

Advice on how to research and plan your essay, as well as how to write the introduction, main body and conclusion,
from Skills@Library.

My class, consisting of twelve primarily white, middle-class students, felt out of place. You can follow a basic
pattern recipe for writing introduction paragraphs to help you get started. Here's an example from an essay
about Memorial Hall. Figure 1: A pattern for introduction paragraphs Exercise 2: Sentence types in
introduction paragraphs Read the following question and the sample introduction paragraph. Do not give very
broad background information on the general topic, but focus instead on what is relevant to answering the set
question. Beyond introducing your topic, your beginning must also let readers know what the central issue is.
Introduce the Essay. Running through the basic outline of your paper in the introduction offers readers a
chance to preview what your paper is about and your stance on the issue or to evaluate how objective you'll
be. For example, writing about the role the First Amendment has played in the history of the United States
might lead you to touching on subjects like racism, bigotry or other hot button topics. Although it seems the
brunt of your work will be contained in the middle sections of your paper, the introduction is your first
impression and your chance to get your foot in the door. Clear, direct beginnings rarely present themselves
ready-made; they must be written, and rewritten, into the sort of sharp-eyed clarity that engages readers and
establishes your authority. Whereas the other high schools in town draw mainly from middle-class white
suburban families, mine sits in the division between the poor west university neighborhood and the affluent
east university one. Does the essay answer several related questions one after the other sequential? If you're in
the middle of dissecting the role of Anime in the evolution of Western cartoons when inspiration strikes, just
type out that baby right where you are â€” you can always copy, paste and tweak it when you're done. What
message, then, does the building convey, and why are the fallen soldiers of such importance to the alumni who
built it? How long should an introduction be? Or you can do both: you can ask a question and immediately
suggest the answer that your essay will argue. What question or problem will you be thinking about? We
would invade their territory only to take pictures and observe them like tourists. Exercise 1: Understanding the
stages of an introductory paragraph Click or hover over the introductory paragraph below to see an analysis of
its structure, and how the introduction matches the set question. Are the paragraphs grouped by broader
themes thematic? The point here is that, in establishing the essay's context, you are also limiting your topic.
Sometimes the thesis statement is followed by a breakdown of the essay's structure and organisation. The
impetus was Superman, whose exploits on television had induced my experiment. On the other hand, it may
take a couple of pages to set up a ten-page essay. Time whizzed by swiftly and we were forced to tend to the
grueling task of untangling our aching frames, stiffened from prolonged straining positions. It begins with the
broadest topic sentence 1. If your essay is an argument about state-mandated prayer in public schools, don't
start by generalizing about religion; start with the specific topic at hand. A snappy quotation that doesn't help
establish the context for your essay or that later plays no part in your thinking will only mislead readers and
blur your focus. Using a hook in the introduction simply refers to writing a sentence that captures the
imagination and attention of the reader. Writing Yourself into a Corner â€” The introduction needs to be
strong enough to stand on its own but also leave room for you to expand on thoughts throughout the paper.


