
WRITING AN ARGUMENT PRIMARY RESOURCES HISTORY

Primary sources can include not just written documents (e.g., letters) but also the the essential information about the
main characters, events, ideas, and arguments. Examples of literary/historical genres may include novels, biographies.

What, based on the source, can you infer about the historical event or time period? Essentially, they are a
synthesis of the many stories told about a particular aspect of the past that, taken together, reveal a cultural
paradigm. What role might the scribe have played in shaping the document's tone or content? Are they making
a broad conclusion that is unwarranted by the amount of evidence provided? Evaluating the veracity
truthfulness of texts: For the rest of this discussion, consider the example of a soldier who committed atrocities
against non-combatants during wartime. Authors who survived enslavement knew that their narratives would
be read as evidence of their intelligence and humanity. What questions still remain? What major differences
appear in them? Finally, note how the claims laid out in each of your sources compare to others on the same
topic instead of relying on a single source. The analysis of a primary source starts with content and context.
Relationship to Other Course Themes: How does the document relate to the course's main themes? Public
debates over abolition also offer opportunities to connect 18th- and 19th-century ideasâ€”both racist and
anti-racistâ€”to their contemporary counterparts. Barristers are taught that evidence in a court case may be
truthful but may still be distorted to support or oppose the position of one of the parties. History[ edit ] From a
letter of Philip II, King of Spain, 16th century In scholarly writing, an important objective of classifying
sources is to determine their independence and reliability. The neutral text: We often wonder if the author of a
text has an "ax to grind" which might render her or his words unreliable. Ask yourself, "What is the main
question that I am trying to answer in this paper? Most of the available documents relate to England and
Wales. First read the document s for content. Some of these texts predate the Revolutionâ€”the first
anti-slavery tract published in America was printed in  What is the intended audience of the text? Did the
author dismiss viewpoints that you held without adequately explaining why? Raw Data Secondary Sources
Secondary Sources are one step removed from primary sources, though they often quote or otherwise use
primary sources. Not only could religion be used to establish the initial authority of the government, but it
could be used as a powerful force to keep people in line with the ruling class. Depending on the historian's
intent, some sources change their designation. Why might that be the case? For a biography of a historian, that
historian's publications would be primary sources. What kinds of evidence do different authors use when
examining the same topic? The narrative choices you make as a writer will influence how readable your prose
is, or even whether your hard-earned arguments are read at all.


