
ALCOHOL USE IN THE LIFE IN THE INDIAN RESERVATIONS IN THE

UNITED STATES

Native Americans in the United States have historically had extreme difficulty with the use of alcohol. Problems continue
among contemporary Native Americans; % of the deaths among Native Americans and Alaska Natives are alcohol-
related. Use of alcohol varies by age, gender and tribe with women, and older . Some Native American tribes produced
weak beers, wine and.

Terrace, B. Before one begins prevention or intervention efforts in any Indian community, it is vital to have
data that are locally specific. A prospective study of the natural course of alcoholism in a Native American
village. Moses Cook, Late of Waterbury, on the 7th of December, ," ended with a lengthy speech to Native
Americans about the sins of drunkenness: When we are intoxicated with strong drink we drown our rational
powers, by which we are distinguished from the brutal creation--we unman ourselves, and bring ourselves not
only level with the beasts of the field, but seven degrees beneath them Three alcohol programs for American
Indians. Therefore, these women pose a substantial challenge to intervention and prevention programs Masis
and May,  Kunitz, and M. Jessor  Alcohol policy has not received much attention as it affects alcohol-involved
problems among Indians. The law that bans alcohol will have to be rescinded and a new one implemented.
Alcohol abuse in a population of Indian children. Within a short time, alcohol use among his followers had
declined significantly and his community became more cohesive and productive. Researchers do seek to
understand things like the disproportionately high rates of alcohol-related deaths among the American Indian
population. Kunitz  Therefore, when a low-integration tribe is being affected by high rates of pressure from
mainstream society, the highest average rates of alcohol-misuse problems result, whereas a high-integration
tribal community under little pressure to modernize will generally have the lowest rates of alcohol abuse for
more detail see May,  Are you not afraid that the children of the forest will rise up in judgment and condemn
you? As is the case among the population generally, there have been virtually no prevention trials examining
what public health measures or prevention programs are effective in Indian communities. Overall, the rates
vary quite predictably, given the level of social integration and drinking patterns among these tribes May et al.
In such cases, tertiary care delivered in sheltered environments e. Go, R. The literature May, indicates a very
strong need for tertiary care for women who produce children with fetal alcohol syndrome and other
alcohol-related birth defects Masis and May,  They also share a goal of putting out of business the current
main suppliers of booze -- four stores in Whiteclay, Neb. In many cases, public education has been undertaken
as the major form of primary prevention. They also, as May suggests, stem from flawed research and
misconstrued results.


