
WRITING A SUMMARY USING MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS

A summary is a record in a reader's own words that gives the main points of a piece A summary omits details, and does
not include the reader's interpretation of the However, be careful to express the ideas in your own way, using your own.

If you cannot summarize a subject, even if you have memorized all the facts about it, you can be absolutely
sure that you have not learned it. If your students need additional help practicing text structure, you can check
out my Text Structure Differentiated Passages and Questions coming soonâ€¦. Think of the main idea as a
brief but all-encompassing summary. A text summary is a brief account or shortened version of the important
parts of a text. Does the author explicitly state the main idea in the first sentence? At this point, discuss the
ideas students underlined in their readings. Transition words can help understanding of the overall structure of
a passage. The more students practice, the better they will get at writing informational text summaries. While
some students may understand this right away, others may need additional help and reinforcement. In such
cases, it is extremely important to use your own words, or quotation marks if you are actually quoting, in order
to avoid plagiarism. Here are a few techniques to help understand what, exactly, is a "main idea" and how to
identify it accurately in a passage. Hence, in a paragraph, when the main idea is stated directly, it is expressed
in what is called the topic sentence. Words that are repeated several times are likely to be keywords. Read this
example paragraph : A new hearing device uses a magnet to hold the detachable sound-processing portion in
place. Updated July 03, Questions about the "main idea" of a passage are popular on reading comprehension
tests, but sometimes, those questions are pretty difficult to answer, especially for students who are not
completely sure they understand what the main idea really is. A summary is a long text distilled to its
essentials, the key points worth noting, without examples and details. A good summary should give an
objective outline of the whole piece of writing. It should answer basic questions about the original text such as
"Who did what, where, and when? A summary contains only the ideas of the original text. Click HERE or the
button below. Summarizing is actually a specific and technical skill. Love both of these ideas, Kate, especially
for how they work for the language arts teacher and the content-area teacher and for nonfiction text and
informational reading. This produces a clearer sound. In general terms, writing summaries is a good way of
improving one's ability to read because it forces the reader to focus on understanding the whole of something
rather than on just following each word or sentence. What is a summary? We will talk more about plagiarism
later in the course. Without looking back at the reading, and with smaller space, students then rewrite their
summaries utilizing only the most important details and information from their original 4x6 cards. What is the
author saying about that topic? In addition, summarizing improves reading skills as students pick out the main
ideas of a reading; it also helps with vocabulary skills as students paraphrase a reading, altering the vocabulary
and grammar as they do so. It should be short enough that students can read it in the first part of your class
session. Proficient students may monitor their understanding of a text by summarizing as they read. Using
source material from the essay is important. An important concept related to summarizing is changing the
summary significantly from the original.


