
HOW THE SALEM WITCH TRIALS IMPACTED AMERICAN LITERATURE

The Influence of Witchcraft on American Literature fear of witchcraft affected the lives of many Americans and
influenced the literature the Salem witch trials.

That is the one matter about the Salem witch trials on which everyone can agree: they make for a hell of a
good yarn. Since it is an outdated historical text, it has its flaws and sometimes gets a few facts wrong for
example, Upham confuses Sarah Bishop with Bridget Bishop and merges them into one person but is
otherwise a great read. The sheer volume of the writing on the Salem witch trials actually becomes disturbing
once you pull back to look at the whole. The story explores the theory that the afflicted girls were lying about
their afflictions in an attempt to punish people that their families disliked. He had been asked by the lieutenant
governor himself to write the book. This Woman in her daughters Defence bestow'd very bad Language upon
the Girl that put her to the Question; immediately upon which, the poor child became variously indisposed in
her health, an visited with strange Fits, beyond those that attend an Epilepsy or a Catalepsy, or those that they
call The Diseases of Astonishment. However, even the men of the highest-status in Salem, such as ministers,
were cried out to be witches. In their treatment of Giles Cory, the judges ordered the year-old man to be
pressed to death to attempt to literally press an answer out of him that he was in fact a witch. Yet one major
drawback is, because it is based on the trials many readers mistaken believe that the play is historically
accurate and think many of the things that happened in the play actually happened in real life. The judges of
the Salem Witch Trials appointed by the governor were well-educated. Hope I can use itâ€”with citation and
credit, of course. He received a doctorate of history at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. But the official
narrative only came to light by way of Cotton Mather. Public Domain via Wikimedia Commons. Publishing
his conclusions in one of the best known of his works, "Memorable Providence," Mather vowed to "â€¦never
use but one grain of patience with any man that shall go to impose upon me a Denial of Devils, or of Witches"
In Silverman:  A Delusion of Satan also details the similarities between the Salem Witch Trials and modern
day witch hunts such as the communist scare in the s and the Islamophobia brought about after September 11, 
In the Crucible, Miller was comparing the witch hunt in Salem to the witch hunt for Communists in the s.
They like talking about them. It was the most insightful to me. Jen Sell December 13, at pm I saw a CSPAN
reading for the book this summmer there are many readings on YouTube and I was disappointed to learn
almost nothing new but the phase of the moon for a particular event, though I was impressed with the level of
detail of research to have consulted astronomical charts to elucidate a detail. As I was conducting my research
I discovered an interesting article History. The monument contains the names of eight of the executed, and
quotes from some of the accused as well. Boyer, who passed away in , was a professor of history at the
University of Wisconsin who earned his Phd from Harvard. Many authors of newer books on the trials have
cited The Devil in Massachusetts as one of the first well-researched and investigative books on the Salem
Witch Trials. But why such an obsession? Despite the fact that Foulds is not a historian and mostly writes on
travel-related topics, she does a great job of delving deep into the lives of the people involved in the trials and
exploring their personal stories. Information from this post was sourced from Emerson W. Subsequently, a
period of atonement began in the colony. Baker is a professor at Salem State University and is also a member
of the Gallows Hill Project that confirmed the witch trials execution site in and was featured in many of the
articles and television interviews about the discovery. Many of the primary sources are invaluable references,
but, due to their age, they are a bit outdated and the dense language makes it hard for modern readers to get
through. Only those who refused to confess met death. Judges and jurors who had participated in the witch
trials began issuing apologies for their lack of judgment and, by the end of , all the accused who were still
awaiting trials were released -- thus ending the witch hunts, the accusations, and any evidence of witches in
Salem. As with much of Puritan history, it is only in the texts of white male religious rules that information
can be gleaned Breslaw. The only thing I can really say about it is I noticed a lot of negative reviews from
readers suddenly flooding in on Amazon. As you know, both Sarah and Edward were accused and jailed on
suspicion of being witches. Thank you again for this article. Her symptoms included wildly running around,
diving under furniture, contorting in pain, and complaining of fever Hoffer, Reis, Weisman. The Chief Justice,
William Stoughton allowed many departures from the standard court room procedures such as, allowing the
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accuser s to have sidebars with the judge, admitting spectral evidence, allowing the viewers to interrupt the
trial with personal remarks, and even denying the accused a defense counsel. April 16, The Salem Witch
Trials and their Aftermath In my first research post I was left with the desire to go beyond the trials
themselves and explore what happened to the participants. Salem residents at the time were suffering from
numerous problems, from disease outbreaks to war to crop failures, and they believed at the time that witches
and the devil were often behind such unfortunate events. I, Tituba, Black Witch of Salem by Maryse Conde
Originally published in French in and later translated to English, this novel is a fictionalized account of the life
of Tituba, a slave of Reverend Samuel Parris, who was one of the first women accused of witchcraft during the
Salem Witch Trials. Roach Published in , this book explains the details and the events of the Salem Witch
Trials as they happened. Conde, a French author and former professor at Columbia University, has written
numerous historical fiction novels, including the book Segu. In the 19th century, a renewed interest in history
spurred a second wave of books on the trials, starting in with a book titled Salem Witchcraft by the former
Salem mayor Charles W.


