
DRUG COURTS

Drug courts are judicially supervised court dockets that provide a sentencing alternative of treatment combined with
supervision for people living with serious.

Approximately half of drug court participants complete the full course of treatment Mitchell et al. Every
participant will have somewhat different needs and will respond differently to various types of treatment. The
offender must attend the screening hearing. Gottfredson, D. Unfortunately, this is not a problem unique to the
US criminal justice system, but rather something that can be clearly observed in many countries, particularly
in Latin America and the Caribbean. A referral into Drug Court can be complex. Most of the available studies
found that drug court participation had at least a small effect on preventing recidivism. Do drug courts work?
This allows offenders to see each other being rewarded and sanctioned, so that they understand which
behaviors will earn them rewards or sanctions. Moving forward Drug Courts in the Americas presents a series
of recommendations that should be seriously considered by countries concerned with mass incarceration and
that intend to move away from overreliance on criminal justice responses to drug use. This includes the cost of
police, court, prison, probation and parole services. In an effort to maintain efficacy and improve the
operations of drug courts, NDCI provides critical education, training, and technical assistance to longstanding
as well as newly formed drug courts. In the 18 adult drug courts studied, researchers found that: Having a
member from law enforcement on the team was associated with higher graduation rates, compared to teams
without a law enforcement member 57 percent versus 46 percent. Main article: Drug courts in Australia In
Australia , drug courts operate in various jurisdictions , although their formation, process and procedures
differ. The study included the costs of arrest, booking, time in court, jail and prison, treatment, and probation
services, as well as material costs. The DSD Program would like to thank the authors of the reportâ€”Rebecca
Schleifer, Tania Ramirez, Elizabeth Ward, and Carol Watson Williamsâ€”as well as Coletta Youngers project
advisor and all the specialists who reviewed early versions of the report and offered invaluable comments. The
rise of drug courts Although drug courts are not a new concept in the United States they were first established
in Miami in , having since spread to all states and territories , their dissemination to other countries in the
Americas is more recent. Others used quasi-experimental designs, with current drug court participants and
comparison groups who matched the characteristics of the treatment group as much as possible. Reducing
Substance Use Like the recidivism results above, drug courts to appear to be effective in preventing further
substance abuse. Connecting Drug Courts to Law Enforcement A strong partnership with local law
enforcement is a critical component of a successful drug court. With more than 2, drug courts in operation
today, approximately , Americans annually receive the help they need to break the cycle of addiction and
recidivism. Drug courts: Adult criminal justice. Additionally, the total lifetime savings per drug court
participant will depend on whether they truly stay out of the system for the rest of their lives. Drug Court is
completed along with probation, with mandatory drug and alcohol urine analysis, treatment programs,
counseling, mandatory work, and often educational training. Drug courts: Juvenile justice. Drug courts have
now been operating in some areas for over 20 years, meaning it should now be possible to assess whether
there is any difference in recidivism and substance use, though more rigorous methodology, including
randomized studies, is needed. Lutze, F. Participants should be followed for as long as possible after program
completion, preferably several years. The existence of a criminal record and the nature of the offense should
not render a potential participant ineligible, as is often the case. Younger, white, female participants with
moderate levels of addiction tended to have better outcomes than older, male, minority participants with
severe addictions Lowenkamp et al. Participants who successfully complete the drug court program can have
their underlying criminal offenses dismissed or expunged. Exporting a flawed model In practice, however,
drug courts have become another arm of the criminal justice system, administering medical treatment and
counseling via judges rather than experts. This does not necessarily suggest that results are inaccurate, but that
the drug courts may be less effective than proponents believe. The Role of Court Personnel Offenders are
typically selected for inclusion in the drug court program by the prosecutor Drug Courts Program Office,  If
suitable, the offender will become a participant of the Drug Court and must follow the requirements of a DTO.
This Task Force is designed to increase the involvement of law enforcement personnel in the drug court
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process and gather critical input from key law enforcement leaders across the country. In evaluating the
effectiveness of drug courts, it is important to consider the strengths and weaknesses of this research as well as
the findings. The evidence from the United States shows that drug courts can increase the supervision of
individuals and expose them to more severe penalties than they would otherwise have received, thus
sometimes becoming an adjunct rather than an alternative to incarceration. Often Drug courts are the only
avenue for entry into treatment in the United States, which doesn't have adequate health services.


