
THEORIES OF TRUTH

Though initially the correspondence theory was seen by its developers as a competitor to the identity theory of truth, it
was.

Thus most propositions, by failing to cohere, will not have truth-values. In addition, should they be regarded
as being concrete entities, i. In short, physical scientists do not believe that prestige and social influence trump
reality. However, the term "sentence" has two senses: sentence-token and sentence-type. Our thoughts and
claims are about that world. Davidson has criticized the notion of fact, arguing that "if true statements
correspond to anything, they all correspond to the same thing" in "True to the Facts", Davidson []. For
instance, perhaps we can find some procedure that will produce all and only the truths of arithmetic, or of
chemistry, or of Egyptian political history. A theory of truth which substantiates bivalence, or builds truth
from a determinate reference relation, does most of the work of giving a realistic metaphysics. Though a
coherence theory will hardly talk of beliefs representing the facts, it is crucial to the coherence theory that
beliefs are contentful beliefs of agents, and that they can enter into coherence relations. And there is a third
objection. Google Scholar McGinn, C. There is neither a zoo nor a circus anywhere nearby. Hartmann and W.
Varieties[ edit ] Correspondence as congruence[ edit ] Bertrand Russell [13] [2] and Ludwig Wittgenstein [14]
[2] have in different ways suggested that a statement, to be true, must have some kind of structural
isomorphism with the state of affairs in the world that makes it true. The derived notions have to be explained
in terms of the primary notion together with certain relations that hold between the basic truth bearers, on the
one hand, and the non-basic truth bearers on the other. Kripke has attempted to avoid this theorem by using
only a "partial" truth-predicate so that not every sentence has a truth-value. What happens in other
environments is left to be seen. The neo-classical theories of truth start with truth-bearers which are already
understood to be meaningful, and explain how they get their truth values. Consensus is truth. Alston, William
P. Once one has a non-truth-conditional account of content, it is then possible to add a deflationist truth
predicate, and use this to give purely deflationist statements of truth conditions. Rationalist metaphysicians
would claim that a proposition is true if and only if it "is consistent with all other true propositions". But
regardless of their mind-dependence or mind-independence, the theory must provide answers to questions of
the following sort. However, it may not be entirely devoid of metaphysical implications, as we will discuss
further in section 4. This latter claim is certainly true it is a tautology , but it is no significant part of the
analysis of the concept of truth â€” indeed it does not even use the words "true" or "truth", nor does it involve
an object language and a metalanguage. Yet this family is much wider than the correspondence theory, and
wider than realist theories of truth more generally. Google Scholar Gettier, E. In this alternative theory, truth
for a certain class of propositions, namely the class of noncontingent propositions, is to be accounted for â€”
not in their describing the way the world is, but rather â€” because of certain features of our human linguistic
constructs.


