
A HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION IN THE USSR

In , two revolutions swept through Russia, ending centuries of imperial rule and setting into motion political and social
changes that would.

Nicholas ignored these warnings and Russia's Tsarist regime collapsed a few months later during the February
Revolution of  Petersburg and Moscow behind the Mensheviks and the Socialist Revolutionaries, by
September the Bolsheviks were in the majority in both cities. The revolt, however, was disowned by Lenin
and the Bolshevik leaders and dissipated within a few days. Inflation dragged incomes down at an alarmingly
rapid rate, and shortages made it difficult for an individual to sustain oneself. The end of the monarchy was
marked by scenes of rejoicing throughout the Russian Empire. By the bond between the tsar and most of the
Russian people had been broken. On arrival back in Russia, these soldiers were either imprisoned or sent
straight back into the front. Also, the problem of shortages was largely solved by a major effort to increase
domestic production. It had to fight for power in Moscow, and its support in the provinces was weak. One
reason was that radical socialists increasingly dominated the soviet movement. In February , striking workers
elected deputies to represent them and socialist activists began organizing a citywide council to unite these
deputies with representatives of the socialist parties. Conditions became increasingly difficult to afford food
and physically obtain it. But in early February, Germany signed a treaty with the Ukrainians, who accepted
German domination to win independence from Russia. The Tsar had total power in Russia. Students,
white-collar workers, and teachers joined the workers in the streets and at public meetings. These concessions
appeased enough of the revolutionaries for Nicholas to stay in power. Led by Prime Minister Prince Georgy
Lvov, a liberal reformer, and Minister of Justice Aleksandr Kerenskyâ€”the lone socialist and only
government figure who was also a member of the sovietâ€”it swept away the old laws of the tsarist regime
against freedoms of speech and assembly. At that time was there already a decision to eliminate the Makhno
movement. Soldiers had their own committees, which supervised relations with the officers. This did not
happen in  Working class women in St. They were fired upon by soldiers and many of them were killed or
injured. Most of the Menshevik and Socialist Revolutionary Party delegates walked out in protestâ€”a grave
mistake, as it gave the Bolsheviks a monopoly of the soviet. Slowly but surely, the shape of a new police state,
with him at the helm, emerged. Recognising the strength of the Bolsheviks, Lenin began pressing for the
immediate overthrow of the Kerensky government by the Bolsheviks. Many Bolsheviks believed that making
peace with Germany, an imperialist power, would represent a betrayal of the international cause. Religious
faith helped bind all of these tenets together as a source of comfort and reassurance in the face of difficult
conditions and as a means of political authority exercised through the clergy. On 27 February, socialist Duma
deputies, mainly Mensheviks and Socialist Revolutionaries, took the lead in organizing a citywide council.
The response of the Duma, urged on by the liberal bloc, was to establish a Temporary Committee to restore
law and order; meanwhile, the socialist parties established the Petrograd Soviet to represent workers and
soldiers. Demonstrations were organised to demand bread , and these were supported by the industrial working
force who considered them a reason for continuing the strikes. Ill-equipped and poorly led, Russian armies
suffered catastrophic losses in campaign after campaign against German armies. With a firm belief that his
power to rule was granted by Divine Right , Nicholas assumed that the Russian people were devoted to him
with unquestioning loyalty. Trotsky played for time, hoping that the revolution would also start in Europe.
Riots over the scarcity of food broke out in the capital, Petrograd formerly St. Although many ordinary
Russians joined anti-German demonstrations in the first few weeks of the war, hostility toward the Kaiser and
the desire to defend their land and their lives did not necessarily translate into enthusiasm for the Tsar or the
government. The 2, delegates to this soviet were chosen from factories and military units in and around
Petrograd. He was previously a lecturer in history and fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, from to  Many of
them were sent into battle without shoes, food, and even weapons. Reports of corruption and incompetence in
the Imperial government began to emerge, and the growing influence of Grigori Rasputin in the Imperial
family was widely resented. Before Bloody Sunday many peasants and working class people revered the Tsar
and thought that he was on their side. The revolution began when a number of workers decided to strike. It
dominated the politics of the 20th century, and it has left an indelible mark on the contemporary world. The
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forming of a Constituent Assembly had always been the aim of the interim Provisional Government, and
would have been the true organ of democracy: elected by universal adult suffrage, and representing every
citizen, regardless of class. The Civil War began in early with domestic anti-Bolshevik forces confronting the
nascent Red Army.


