
AN OVERVIEW OF THE ILLIAD

Plot Overview. Nine years after the start of the Trojan War, the Greek (â€œAchaeanâ€•) army sacks Chryse, a town
allied with Troy. During the battle, the Achaeans.

Hephaistos also crafts the rest of Achilleus' armor, and Thetis takes it to him. Book 8 The gods meet in
council, and Zeus orders them all to stay out of the battle. Then her father prays to Apollo to help him. Apollo
urges Hektor to attack Patroklos, but Patroklos continues his rampage, killing ten more men before Apollo
himself finally knocks him down and takes away his armor. He imagines Andromache as a captive woman,
and is sorrowed by the thought. Book 9 Agamemnon calls a meeting of the Greek leaders and proposes
abandoning the struggle. He sends his mother, Thetis, to get a new suit of armor made especially for him by
the fire-god, Hephaistos. Next day, on Priam's orders, the Trojans propose a truce for collecting the dead, and
the Greeks agree. He overcomes his pride again when he keeps his anger in check and returns Hector to Priam
at epic's close. On Athene's orders, Odysseus goes around stopping the flight. In the first few pages the Greek
hero Achilles quarrels with the chief king, Agamemnon, over a female slave whom the Greek soldiers had
awarded to Achilles as a prize of honor in recognition of his exploits. This is evidenced by the fact that in the
late fifth century BC, "it was the sign of a man of standing to be able to recite the Iliad and Odyssey by heart.
Why has Agamemnon waited so long to share the plunder equitably? The stars conjure profound images of the
place of a single man, no matter how heroic, in the perspective of the entire cosmos. Diomedes does not
respond, being unwilling to challenge Agamemnon's authority, and he even rebukes his friend Sthenelos for
trying to defend him. First, the priest Chryses comes to ask their leader, King Agamemnon, to release his
daughter, whom Agamemnon was holding captive. Still nursing Eurypylos, Patroklos observes the Achaian
discomfiture and runs to tell Achilleus. Despite the misgivings of his wife, Andromache , the Trojan hero,
Hector , son of King Priam , challenges the Greek warrior-hero Ajax to single combat, and is almost overcome
in battle. After this it was said that Helen of Troy had a "face that could launch a thousand ships". Together
Achilleus and Priam weep, each for his own. This overall depiction of war runs contrary to many other[
citation needed ] ancient Greek depictions, where war is an aspiration for greater glory. On the other hand, the
funeral games are lively, for the dead man's life is celebrated. He apologizes to Patroklos for breaking his
promise and allowing Hektor to be buried. Thetis meets with Zeus and explains the situation; he owes her a
favor, so he agrees to give glory to the Trojans on Achilleus' behalf. To continue or go back, click:. Book 23
The Greeks hold more ceremonies for Patroklos. Other accounts read in the Middle Ages were antique Latin
retellings such as the Excidium Troiae and works in the vernaculars such as the Icelandic Troy Saga.


