
THE CAUSES OF THE SALEM WITCHCRAFT TRIALS

Looking into the underlying causes of the Salem Witch Trials in the 17th century.

Initially, Tituba also claimed to be blameless, but after being repeatedly badgered and undoubtedly fearful
owing to her vulnerable status as a slave , she told the magistrates what they apparently wanted to hearâ€”that
she had been visited by the devil and made a deal with him. Nor, certainly, was he responsible for the factional
conflict which underlay it. Given the subsequent spread of the strange behaviour to other girls and young
women in the community and the timing of its display, however, those physiological and psychological
explanations are not very convincing. Economic and physiological causes aside, the Salem witchcraft trials
continue to act as a parable of caution against extremism in judicial processes. In her book, A Fever in Salem ,
Laurie Winn Carlson argues that in the winter of and spring of , some of the accusers exhibited these
symptoms, and that a doctor had been called in to treat the girls. Cambridge University Press,  Strikingly cold
winters and dry summers were common in these decades. According to Elaine G. Once Massachusetts had
exported foodstuffs; by the s it was an importer of corn, wheat, and other cereal crops. Though the ergot
poisoning or cold weather theory are hardly creditable, they help us to create a picture of how historians were
eagerly seeking explanations for the events of the New England witch-hunt, and distancing themselves from
the idea that it was merely the consequence of religious zeal. About 50 people were directly or indirectly
accused by the members of the Putnam family which strictly followed the Puritan beliefs and customs, and
strongly supported Reverend Samuel Parris, the initiator of the witch hunt. Scientist Linnda Caporael counters
by arguing that no eyewitness accounts present fraud as a possibilityâ€”and most New Englanders attributed
their condition to demonic possession. Salem: North Shore Publishing Company,  The exact cause of the
Salem Witch Trials has long remained a mystery. Some scholars believe that they were of African heritage,
while others think that they may have been of Caribbean Native American heritage. The controversies
surrounding the accusations, trials, and executions in Salem, , continue to fascinate historians and we continue
to ask why, in a society that should have known better, did this happen? Squabbles over property were
commonplace, and litigiousness was rampant. The Puritan Witch-hunt Myth Although popular culture often
portrays Puritan New England as a place where ministers were more powerful than the government,
accusations of witchcraft were ever-present, and it was commonplace for accused witches to be condemned to
death, in reality very few witchcraft trials had taken place in Massachusetts prior to the events in Salem in  It
had roots in Europe, and the immigrants brought the ideas with them to the New World, when they left the old
one. When examining who exactly was accused of witchcraft, there are a number of demographic
discrepancies which have hinted at the possibility of ulterior motivations.


