
THE DREAM OF THE ROOD AND IMAGERY

The Dream of the Rood and the Image of Christ in the Early Middle Ages. Jeannette C Brock. [23]Though the author of
the book of Hebrews states that " Jesus is.

For this reason, some modern historians suggest that it "was composed with a missionary purpose, using the
heroic as a way of catching the imagination of the warrior, so that he could embrace willingly Christian
doctrine. Because it was the Jewish day of Preparationandsince the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.
Where the Bible states that "they [the Roman soldiers] stripped him," 7 "The Dream of the Rood poet writes
that "the young warrior, God our Savior, valiant-ly stripped before the battle. The Earliest English Poems.
Mize, Britt. The Vercelli Book, which can be dated to the 10th century, includes twenty-three homilies
interspersed with six religious poems: The Dream of the Rood, Andreas , The Fates of the Apostles , Soul and
Body , Elene and a poetic, homiletic fragment. The Cross relates the story of Christ and through this the two
figures are united as one as well as the glory and the pain that is associated with the crucifixion. Another poem
written in the same time period presents an image of Christ more in line with the biblical accounts: He
suffered many things for the love of sinners Nowhere in "The Dream of the Rood" is it mentioned that Jesus
was mocked, flogged, and spit upon in the manner described in the gospel of Matthew: Then the governor's
soldiers took Jesus into the Palace and gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. Christ is the
mighty general and king, Christians are his thanes, and the cross is both their standard and weapon against
evil. The poet's word choice in the description of the final moment of Jesus' life also reflects the image of
Christ as a warrior. That beacon to that battle-reckless man they made in ten days The Dream of the Rood, line
 The Cambridge Old English Reader. Additionally, heaven is here described not as much in terms of
beholding the face of God and the beatific vision, but rather as a feast. Michael Alexander, trans. Christians
are not Jesus' disciples, but his thanes, a more desirable title. Like much of the surviving Old English poetry,
no one knows who actually wrote "The Dream of the Rood. Initially when the dreamer sees the Cross, he
notes how it is covered with gems. The tree amazes the Dreamer but also causes him to be "hreowcearig" 
Oxford: Clarendon Press,  While the poem is clearly a religious text, a closer examination actually reveals
some elements of German Heroism a non-Christian culture competing with Christianity during this time. The
tree is presented as being wondrous and beautiful, adorned with gold and "gimmas" 7. The warriors in The
Battle of Maldon describe their Lord and hero as a "treasure-giver," and also a "ring-giver. It is through this
gratification for material wealth that kinsmen feel so indebted to fighting for their lord. The Hero is now
fighting on behalf of the sinners, rather than the landowner. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,  They
mocked us both together" emphasis mine. The poet develops these notions by the use of heroic diction,
symbolism, and irony. The Cross parallels Christ and also depicts itself as being a loyal retainer of Christ.
Rebecca Hinton identifies the resemblance of the poem to early medieval Irish sacramental Penance , with the
parallels between the concept of sin, the object of confession, and the role of the confessor. Textual Analysis
The first juxtaposition of Heroism with Christianity occurs early in the text, with the use of the word "beacon.
Tatwine's riddle reads: [12] Now I appear iridescent; my form is shining now. Gorden London: Dent,  The
dualistic nature of the Cross is established again when it speaks of the physical pain it endured along with
Christ. The approximate eighth-century date of the Ruthwell Cross indicates the earliest likely date and
Northern circulation of some version of The Dream of the Rood.


