
COMPARE AND CONTRAST TWO STORIES

Students will compare and contrast the elements in two stories with similar themes.

Deciding what to focus on By now you have probably generated a huge list of similarities and
differencesâ€”congratulations! Explain to students that skillful readers regularly compare and contrast stories
with similar themes, especially if it is a theme the reader enjoys. Who were important people involved? Read
aloud the two stories, pausing to answer any clarifying questions. For example, in the goats' story, they
overcome the troll by knocking him over into the river with their horns; while in the pigs' story, one of the pigs
overcomes the wolf by building a sturdy house made of bricks. Two pieces of writing or art What are their
titles? The foundations of the two are much the same but their story lines unfold diversely. After they have
completed the independent work, have students share their answers to the questions in a group of three, and
then in a group of six. Who created them? But after she got married, she became unhappy, lonely, and
unfriendly. Here are some general questions about different types of things you might have to compare. What
matters to the argument you are going to make? Two ideas or theories Did they originate at some particular
time? If needed, guide students with the following questions: Do you enjoy the characters? What stands out
most about each of them? Differentiation Support: While others work independently, call your struggling
readers into a group to work with you. Ask students if they know the meaning of the terms compare and
contrast. Explain that rephrasing means to use your own words. What do they believe? Next you must decide
which of them are interesting, important, and relevant enough to be included in your paper. Do they have any
relationship to each other? At the end of each book, have students turn and tell a seat partner the character,
then the problem, and so on. Talking about the different ways nature is depicted or the different aspects of
nature that are emphasized might be more interesting and show a more sophisticated understanding of the
poems. Model how to share your answers in both group formats.


