
THE PERSIAN WARS

The Greco-Persian Wars were a series of conflicts between the Achaemenid Empire and Greek city-states that started
in BC and lasted until BC.

Sparta is not interested in naval expeditions against the Persians in Asia, so the leadership of the Greek forces
passes to Athens and the Delian League. The Spartans were observing a religious festival to Apollo and would
not march until the next full moon, one week later. Darius' invasion was cut short when his navy was
shipwrecked off the Mount Athos cape , an area notorious for bad storms. In BC, Artaphernes , as brother of
Darius I and Satrap of Asia Minor in his capital Sardis , received an embassy from newly democratic Athens ,
probably sent by Cleisthenes , which was looking for Persian assistance in order to resist the threats from
Sparta. Athens, and other Greek cities, sent aid, but were quickly forced to back down after defeat in BCE. It
was later defeated and forced to tear down its defensive city walls, surrender its fleet, and lost voting
privileges in the League. The Athenian fleet, however, was waiting off the coast by the island of Salamis. Two
Leagues Following the two Persian invasions of Greece, and during the Greek counterattacks that commenced
after the Battles of Plataea and Mycale, Athens enrolled all island and some mainland city-states into an
alliance, called the Delian League, the purpose of which was to pursue conflict with the Persian Empire,
prepare for future invasions, and organize a means of dividing the spoils of war. His advice is accepted.
Plutarch was writing some years after the events in question, and is therefore a secondary source, but he often
names his sources, which allows some degree of verification of his statements. The people of Athens had fled.
Specifically, the riot was incited by the Milesian tyrant Aristagoras, who in the wake of a failed expedition to
conquer Naxos, utilized Greek unrest against Persian king Darius the Great to his own political purposes. The
envoys consulted together and consented to give what was asked, in their desire to make the alliance.
Command of the army was given to Sparta, that of the navy to Athens. For full treatment, see ancient Greek
civilization: The Persian Wars. The Spartan withdrawal from the League allowed Athens to establish
unchallenged naval and commercial power within the Hellenic world. These works are not considered reliable
especially Ctesias , and are not particularly useful for reconstructing the history of this period. In BCE, during
the period of peace between the two Persian invasions, a vein of silver ore had been discovered in the Laurion
a small mountain range near Athens , and the ore that was mined there paid for the construction of warships to
combat Aeginetan piracy. But the destruction will make possible the rebuilding of Athens and an even more
glorious city. The Greeks decided to deploy a force of about 7, men at the narrow pass of Thermopylae and a
force of ships under Themistocles at Artemisium. Further, the Chersonnese controlling the Black Sea and
Byzantium controlling the Bosphorus were both retaken. As a result, Asia Minor returned to Persian control.
This is due to the fact that Alexander the Great, who was the second in history to be given that title after Cyrus
the Great, burned the library of Persepolis. The Spartans agree to cooperate. It is not clear what this was, but it
probably involved sailing into gaps between enemy ships and then ramming them in the side. To Medize was
to submit to the Persian king as overlord. In BC, Darius began his second invasion attempt. They soundly
defeated the Persians causing Xerxes to retreat back to Persia.


