
GEORGE ORWELL THE SPORTING SPIRIT ESSAY

The Sporting Spirit, the article of George Orwell. First published: December by/in Tribune, GB, London.

In a big town one must indulge in group activities if one wants an outlet for one's physical strength or for one's
sadistic impulses. But the significant thing is not the behaviour of the players but the attitude of the spectators:
and, behind the spectators, of the nations who work themselves into furies over these absurd contests, and
seriously believe â€” at any rate for short periods â€” that running, jumping and kicking a ball are tests of
national virtue. Meanwhile the result of the Dynamos' tour, in so far as it has had any result, will have been to
create fresh animosity on both sides. At any rate, two or three years ago, when Home Guards and regular
troops were holding a boxing tournament, I was placed on guard at the door of the hall, with orders to keep the
women out. In England, the obsession with sport is bad enough, but even fiercer passions are aroused in young
countries where games playing and nationalism are both recent developments. To not be concerned about who
should win or who should lose or what the meaning of winning might be for those at the event. I noted with
interest, as an instance of the vicious passions that football provokes, that the sporting correspondent of the
russophile News Chronicle took the anti-Russian line and maintained that Arsenal was not an all-England
team. The belief in this vision of the Olympics was real. Again no longer is sport seen as being a fun thing to
participate in. It is bound up with hatred, jealousy, boastfulness, disregard of all rules and sadistic pleasure in
witnessing violence: in other words it is war minus the shooting. Related Posts:. Overall Orwell does not shine
a flattering light on the spirit of sport. They showed that whatever their nationalities, they were humanâ€”and
they could be injured, overjoyed or dismayed just like anyone else. At the international level sport is frankly
mimic warfare. And did the Dynamos end their tour abruptly in order to avoid playing an all-England team?
Dr Arnold, generally regarded as the founder of the modern public school, looked on games as simply a waste
of time. Boxing in particular appears to bring out jealousy and hatred among those who watch it. Orwell also
suggests that sport has become a big business and as such the owners of teams dictate what happens. You play
to win, and the game has little meaning unless you do your utmost to win. Those at the Academy, as well as
those Olympic organisers who spoke before the torch was lit, all used language like I did above. In life it is
only the winners who are remembered and who have bragging rights for the time being. Those who play
football for example are mere pawns of the owners of the football club. However it is human nature to idolize
a football team, a boxer or a cricket team. Those colourful, shining, interlocking rings are the symbol of the
games that will bind humans of all races, faiths, creeds and beliefs closer together through the sporting spirit.


