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In order to understand these perspectives, we must view gender as a social institution. It is even worse if the
woman is from a different social class, such as African American where not only women will have to deal
with the machismo and gender preferences, but also with racism and other obstacles. In contrast, men should
be less absorbed on these fixations. While nurses, teachers, and housewives emphasis on wives are purely
female professions in our society. When an individual thinks of a doctor, lawyer, priest, engineer, or manager
they usually picture males. Some of the observations recorded during this period have provided evidence that
gender roles and gender stereotypes may be followed or applied in an archetypal way. Often, this is the time in
which one's ability to master their gender performance labels them as successful, and thus normal, or
unsuccessful, and thus strange and unfitting. Particularly in television, men are usually shown as being
nonemotional and detached. It is also interesting to see that when a women passes as a man it will get more
recognition and increase her income, also men to women transsexuals tend to earn less after surgery if they
change occupations. Promoting social change and criticisms[ edit ] Social change[ edit ] The examples and
perspective in this section may not represent a worldwide view of the subject. Similar to Butler, Eckert is
hinting to the fact that gender is not an internal reality that cannot be changed. Hurtado argues that white
women and women of color experience gender differently because of their relationship to males of different
races and that both groups of women have traditionally been used to substantiate male power in different
ways. According to social constructionism, individuals can create meaning only in relation to what they are
exposed to in their environment. Turning the scope of gender from a social consensus to objectivity to one's
self-identification with a certain gender expression leaves much more space for describing variation among
individuals. Examples include money, tenure , citizenship , decorations for bravery, and the presidency of the
United States. Gender itself is constituted through interaction. Accountability[ edit ] People hold themselves
and each other accountable for their presentations of gender how they 'measure up'. Men cited the idea that
such dirty work was unsuitable for women and women were unable to train because of family duties. For
example, Stobbe examined the rationale that people gave for why there were small numbers of women in the
auto industry. Social constructionists emphasize the complexity of how knowledge is created in social
interactions. Using a variety of evidence, this essay will first define what a nuclear family is, and how it is
socially constructed. I offer a deconstructionist approach that is at the same time intersectional-exploring the
intersections of race, sex, gender and sexuality. Basically meaning it is constructed by society. People are
active in their perception, understanding and sharing of knowledge acquired from their social milieu. Speech[
edit ] Anatomical studies have shown that the larynx of a child, and by extension the fundamental frequency,
is likely to vary directly as a result of size and height, rather than sex. Social constructionism focuses on how
meaning is created. Women who do work in male-dominated professions have to carefully maintain and
simultaneously balance their femininity and professional credibility. West and Zimmerman also give a
definition for sex category: "achieved through application of the sex criteria, but in everyday life,
categorization is established and sustained by the socially required identificatory displays that proclaim one's
membership in one or the other category". One study done by James Battle in took 26 student ages 15â€”18
showed a correlation between depression and self-esteem. Heterosexuality is assumed for those individuals
who appear to act appropriately masculine or appropriately feminine. Gender could be a fundamental
characteristic of society and the sociological importance of gender that it is a system by which society governs
its associates. While nurses, teachers, and housewives emphasis on wives are purely female professions in our
society. In scrutinizing gender, Butler introduces a nuanced perception in which she unites the concepts of
performativity and gender. Ethan Zell and colleagues examined more than 20, findings from 12 million
participants comparing men and women on topics ranging from risk-taking to body image. Social
constructionists question the Western idea of an autonomous individual who can draw a clear line between the
self and the society. A member of society assumes gender roles as soon as he or she is born. Each sex is
introduced to the gender roles expected for a certain identity to be maintained. When we are born, we are
either a male or female. The social construction of gender leads to the creation and sustainment of gender roles
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that we have been taught to adhere to since birth where men are taught to masculine qualities like not crying
and or showing any sort of emotions that are defined as being feminine. This is the belief that knowledge is
determined by society, and in turn knowledge is formed by the individuals that belong to the society. Women
especially are constrained in the way they view their adulthood even at a young age because of motherhood.
Among the most popular variations of the social constructionist theories is the gender role theory, considered
by Alsop, Fitzsimons and Lennon as an early form of social constructionism. Sexuality has a way of
restricting each sex into specific sexual roles; men are expected to have a dominant sexual style and women
are expected to have a submissive sexual style; these expectations stem from the expectations of the roles of
each gender. To finalize explanations for this thesis, the essay will conclude with an in depth analysis of
constructions of femininity that exist in print media and that permeate the profession of female sports
commentators. Gender is the socially learned behaviors and expectations associated with men and women like
being masculine or feminine.


