
AN ANALYSIS OF REALISM IN AMERICAN LITERATURE

American literary realism: definitions, bibliography, links.

In general, unlike other commentators on the American realism movement, Knoper is suggesting that science
and literature and intertwined and thus it exists not simply as a political or philosophical reaction as Link
highlights using nineteenth-century criticism but as something that developed almost organically from the
arena of science. The realism of James and Twain was critically acclaimed in twentieth century; Howellsian
realism fell into disfavor as part of early twentieth century rebellion against the "genteel tradition. He found
interest in the urban spectacle of life, drawing parallels between the theater and crowded seats and life. In the
light of the broad historical background outlined above, it needs to be stressed that realism â€” a way of
thinking that continues to this day â€” has been not just a literary technique but a vast historical phenomenon
with economic, ideological, philosophic, and religious ramifications. Definitions Broadly defined as "the
faithful representation of reality" or "verisimilitude," realism is a literary technique practiced by many schools
of writing. Starting around , the driving motive of modernist literature was the criticism of the 19th-century
bourgeois social order and world view, which was countered with an antirationalist, antirealist and
antibourgeois program. I don't like the name The declaration only formalized its canonical formulation
through the speeches of the revolutionary Maxim Gorky and Andrea Zhdanov, the representative of the Party's
Central Committee. A controversy was sparked by the painter Gustave Courbet, who exhibited his art under
the rubric of realism after his paintings had been rejected by the Paris World Fair in  Still other critics Link
mentions felt that literature should be a blend of the old idealism in romantic literature with the sharper clarity
of realism so that there would be a balance in perception. In England, realism had in varying degrees informed
the numerous types of novel â€” political, historical, religious â€” which had been written by major figures
such as Thackeray and Dickens during the nineteenth century. Twain was the first major author to come from
the interior of the country, and he captured its distinctive, humorous slang and iconoclasm. Objectivity in
presentation becomes increasingly important: overt authorial comments or intrusions diminish as the century
progresses. Monkey Grip concerns itself with a single-mother living in a succession of Melbourne
share-houses, as she navigates her increasingly obsessive relationship with a drug addict who drifts in and out
of her life. Liberal movements had already been curbed by the Carlsbad Decrees of , subjecting the
universities to state control and authors to censorship. According to William Harmon and Hugh Holman,
"Where romanticists transcend the immediate to find the ideal, and naturalists plumb the actual or superficial
to find the scientific laws that control its actions, realists center their attention to a remarkable degree on the
immediate, the here and now, the specific action, and the verifiable consequence" A Handbook to Literature 
Realistic novels avoid the sensational, dramatic elements of naturalistic novels and romances. Pizer suggests
that "whatever was being produced in fiction during the s and s that was new, interesting, and roughly similar
in a number of ways can be designated as realism, and that an equally new, interesting, and roughly similar
body of writing produced at the turn of the century can be designated as naturalism" 5. Later in life, he was
much better known as "the American Renoir" for his Impressionist views of the seashore and the French
Riviera. To expand his thesis, Knoper relates some of the greatest developments in nineteenth-century
neurophysiology and discusses how some of the key findings about the senses, brain functions, and
sympathetic nervous system are carried into the literature by means of realistic depiction. His was a
sympathetic rather than a comic portrayal of people, often using a dark background to add to the warmth of the
person depicted. Literary works and writing styles have been affected and influence by the world around us.


